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AUSTRALIAN NURSE TEACHERS’ SOCIETY

MINUTES OF THE 36th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Held on Friday 13 April, 2012 commenced at 1430 hrs closed at 1600 hrs
Venue: Pan Pacific Hotel, 207 Adelaide Terrace, Perth, Western Australia
At the commencement the AGM, the ANTS/Pearson Nurse Educator award for 2011 was presented to Dr. David Stanley by Michelle Culleton,  Pearson representative.

	1. PRESENT
	WA members - Dani Barnes, Julie Jackson, Rosalind Gomes, Karen Howden, Wendy Jones, Carolyn Keane, Janet Cooke, Kylie Russell, Rosalyn Aspinall, Vicki Cope, Bev Ewens, Carolyn Buchholz, Michelle McKirelt, Leonie Cross, David Stanley, Dianne Malagas, Gina Mata, Anne Kinberley, Karen Latimer. QLD members - Narelle Sommerfeld, Michelle Materne, Kathryn Geisler, Bev Duff,  Jenny Stephensen, Lorraine McMurtrie, Kerry Reid-Searl. NSW members - Christine Taylor, Mary B Naylor, Anne Maree Davis, Lynne Slater, Jann Foster, Kylie Lalor, Lisa Gatzonis, Elaine Rutherford, Sandra Campbell-Crofts TAS members - Yvonna Zuydam SA members – Kristen Bull VIC members – Lisa McKenna 

Teleconference facilities available – no calls



	2. APOLOGIES
	Karen Cairney, Diane Collins, Carolann Aartsen, Gail Joordens, Lynley Butler, Melissa Bloomer, Jill French, Jeanette Dyason, Michelle Girdler, Peter Teekens, Jacqui Guy, Janet Roden
 

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION
	ACTIONED BY

	3. ACCEPTANCE OF 2011 AGM MINUTES 
	Jann Foster accepted the minutes,  seconded by Julie Jackson
	N/A
	

	4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
	
	

	Constitution and Board Charter
	Constitution will require changing with the current transition on utilising online formats for accounting and communication and no longer utilising the secretariat.

Board Charter also needs review – this will be completed by National executive and sent to members for comments / acceptance.


	National executive to review constitution and board charter and forward to members for comments / acceptance
	National executive

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION
	ACTIONED BY

	5. PRESIDENTS REPORT
	(see Attachment A) 
	N/A
	

	6.  STATE BRANCH REPORTS 
	Short overview of activities within each state presented by  a representative of each State Branch (see Attachment B)
WA report: Carolyn Keane

SA report: Michelle Girdler (presented by Kristen Bull)

VIC / TAS report:  Lisa McKenna

NSW / ACT report: Vasiliki Betihavas (presented by Lynne Slater)
QLD / NT report:  Lorraine McMurtrie
	
	

	7. BUSINESS ARISING FOR PRESIDENTS REPORT
	Topics highlighted by Sandra were:

1. Change from secretariat to administrator
2. Request for eBulletin editor as the post is open and description of Peer review section of eBulletin -  EOI for editorial board

3. Consideration of collaboration with NZ equivalent society NETS

4. Potential for Tasmanian and ACT branches to be established this year


	
	

	8. TREASURER’S REPORT
	The financial information for the Society was provided by Stuart Taylor, Appointed administrator. 

Stuart reviewed the ANTS website showing the sites for discussion forums and posting of relevant documents.  Discussed use of Xero accounting software and Westpac payway – 2011 interim financial statements presented and discussed.  Moved by Mary B Naylor and seconded by Jenny Stephensen
Stuart stated as financial documentation in transition from hardcopy to electronic format at the moment the aim is for all financial statements to be linked online for membership to review and vote on to provide financial transparency.

Stuart discussed use of personal profile on website and membership details access for state committee members.

Question posed regarding public liability insurance for education sessions – this is covered with ANTS insurance.
	Further financial information will be shared electronically for members to review and accept
	N/A



	9. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR
	With changeover to electronic banking, this will be reviewed at national committee meetings.
	Table at national committee meeting
	

	10. OTHER BUSINESS 
	National Nurse Educator conference timings / schedule – discussion regarding conflict with international nurse educators conference also being held in same year as National and NZ being held in opposite years. Agreed not to change offering on the even years as there are a number of persons who would not be able to travel overseas and would attend a national conference.
	
	

	
	2014 National Nurse Education conference – announced for conference to be held in South Australia, 9 – 11 April hosted by SA branch.
	
	

	
	Julie Jackson raised the discussion about the 10% of membership fees being given to the branches and request that this amount be revisited.  She reminded the group that this small amount was based on the costs of the bulletin and now that it is electronic would it not be feasible to increase this amount to provide more for the members in each state.  Suggestion was made to look at the financials and budget after the current changes to electronic recording have been transitioned.
	Table at national committee meeting to follow up
	

	
	Dani Barnes raise that corporate membership was requested by an interested group in WA.  The group requested that national develop guidelines to allow this.
	Table at national committee meeting to follow up
	

	
	Sandra C raised that a request by a university was made to advertise in the eBulletin.  The group requested National to consider this and follow up
	Table at national committee meeting to follow up
	

	11. ELECTION OF COUNCIL
	Nominations for national executive were received by 7 eligible individuals.  

The following members were elected unopposed:

Lisa Gatzonis – President

Sandra Campbell – Vice President / Secretary
Christine Taylor - Treasurer

Lorraine McMurtrie – State Liaison 

Jann Foster – Professional Development Officer
Peter Teekens – Executive member

Michelle Girdler – Executive member
	
	

	12. NEXT MEETING 
	The next Annual General Meeting will be held in April 2013
	
	


Minutes taken by: Lisa Gatzonis
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The Australian Nurse Teachers’ Society
Working Together for the Future of Nursing Education




President’s signature: 
Sandra Campbell

Attachment A: 
President’s Report ANTS AGM 2012
2011 was a very busy year for ANTS National Executive.  The National Executive of Lisa Gatzonis, Olivia Mulligan, Jann Foster, Lorraine McMurtrie, Melissa Bloomer, Dr Christine Taylor and myself made a number of decisions about the future of ANTS.  ANTS continues to increase in membership numbers and as a result, continues to be a strong and vibrant nursing organisation. 

For the last two years members have voiced their concern over the cost of continuing with the paid Secretariat.  Kim Armstrong was given notice in 2011 in preparation for moving ANTS business such as memberships from manual processing to online management.  This will save ANTS over $9,000 a year in administration costs.  

You may be aware that ANTS National Executive has nominated Stuart Taylor as our temporary administrator.  Stuart has been busy transferring all ANTS finance information to a secure online database.  As this has a very time consuming process, the books for this financial year have not yet been audited.  I ask that members be patient because as soon as the records are in a suitable form, ANTS National Executive will ensure that they are audited.  

Stuart has also spent considerable time in updating the ANTS website to make it more user friendly.  I would encourage members to go back to the website to test out the user friendliness of the website.  Stuart is most willing to make further changes.  National Executive and State representatives attended a workshop yesterday which will assist us to use the functions of the website better.  

Melissa Bloomer is to be thanked for her hard work in being the ANTS e-bulletin editor.  ANTS National Executive is currently calling for a new e-bulletin editor.  A requirement of National Executive is to have served at least one term on a State Branch.  This requirement will be waived for the e-bulletin editor and the new editor will receive mentoring from Melissa.  So I encourage all ANTS members to consider nominating for the position.  
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Sandra Campbell
Attachment B: Presentations by State Branch Chairperson/representative
ANTS WA Report: Carolyn Keane

WA Branch AGM was Thursday 1st December 2011. A new committee was voted in:

Carolyn Keane  Chair; Dani Barnes Secretary; Julie Jackson Treasurer; Janet Cooke Education Officer; Donna Rogers Memberships

Majority of the branch very busy organising the NNEC.  Recommenced ANTS WA Education Forums last month and have plan mapped out for remainder of the year for sessions to be delivered bi-monthly.

Sessions organised to be delivered:

· Teaching Across the Generational Divide!

· What is Competency?

· Building Effective eLearning

· Simulation: Keeping it Real!

· Using Social Media in Nurse Education

Meetings and Education Forums all conducted centrally at WASON complex.  Have had an increase in queries regarding membership since recommencement of Education Forums.

Very keen to get the ANTS WA internet site up to date. When we have an up to date list of WA members will look at doing to TNA to establish their education needs.  Keen to organise and deliver an education seminar day event each year between National conferences. 

I would like to thank Julie Jackson for her hard work over the last three years as ANTS WA Chair and Lisa Gatzonis who has been a driving force for ANTS WA who has now relocated to NSW. 

ANTS SA Report:  Michelle Girdler 
Recent AGM held 27th March.  2012 committee nominated and accepted:  Michelle Girdler Chair; Karen Simunov Secretary; An McPhedran / Mandy Galacher Treasurer (minutes will be attached to website).  Plan for 2012 – 2 x education evenings and 1 x study / development day in late Sept / October.  Commence planning for 2014 conference and planning team identified.  Branch plans to offer scholarship for education as yet amount to be decided – possibly 2 x $250 to be used toward a PD activity.
ANTS VIC Report: Lisa McKenna 

Recent Activity - We were very fortunate to be able to hold a Twilight seminar on 28th March 2012 with Professor Carroll Iwasiw from Western University (formerly University of Western Ontario), Canada entitled ‘International Perspectives on Nursing Education”.  Professor Iwasiw has extensive expertise having taught, researched ad written widely about nursing education.  She is the lead author of the text Curriculum Development in Nursing Education (2009) and has led curriculum development in Canada, Rwanda and Russia.  She is a co-founding Editor of the International Journal of Nursing Education Scholarship.  Whilst not well attended due to short timelines, Professor Iwasiw provided an insightful presentation on challenges associated with developing the first nursing degree in Rwanda, which was very well received by attendees.

Proposed Activity - Plans are underway for a one-day study day in the Gippsland region in August this year with a focus on preceptorship and mentoring.

Committee Challenges - The current committee comprises mainly metropolitan Melbourne based academic staff who have found it increasingly difficult to commit time to ANTS work over the past year.  We are seeking to expand the committee’s diversity with a drive to include more hospital-based educators and more regional Victorian representation.

NSW / ACT Report:  Vasiliki Betihavas

Recent activity - May- Assessment and evaluation at Macquarie University Hospital, invited guest speaker Helena Sanderson;  July – Wondrous journeys and brief encounters invited guest speaker Prof Tracy Levitt-Jones;  Nov - Assessment and evaluation at Newcastle University Hospital, invited guest speaker Helena Sanderson.

Plan for Future Educational Activities:  May 2012 – Demystifying CPDs and your registration needs at Rosemeadow Community Centre; July 2012 -  Christmas in July (guest speaker yet to be announced); September 2012 – rural seminar at Broken Hill

Assistance or Action required by National Executive:

 Require clarification over ANTSNSW postal address to use for correspondence with NSW members

Request the national set up training for committee members on State branches the ANTS website
QLD / NT Report:  Lorraine McMurtrie

Since commence of the ANTS QLD branch (Dec 4 2009) there has been continued growth in membership which currently according to our records in 111.  Along with this we are supporting the Northern Territory which has four members currently.  In moving forward in 2011 an initiative was set up to increase the membership through a catch phrase “Find One Join One” by our past secretary Michelle Cameron. A book prize is on offer for the member who joins the most members up until the Christmas in July function in 2012.

Finances – the finance situation is favourable at $1354.05.  Only a small amount is from education evenings as we chose not to charge members for these sessions until 2012 which has only been so far a nominal fee of $5.00.  Hence, the membership drive is an important outcome for us in 2012.

Educational activities – Over 2011 and early 2012 there is still continued planning and attendance at the education activities both in the northern rural, metropolitan and coastal areas.  An invitation was extended to the RCNA to join us for the Christmas in July in 2011 given the guest speaker was the Acting Chief Nurse Cheryl Burns and Associate Professor Stephanie Fox-Young.  All was very well received and given this for 2012, the RCNA will join us again as an invitation was forwarded to the new Chief Nursing and Midwifery Officer Dr Frances Hughes to be the main guest speaker, which was kindly accepted.  Our colleagues at the Gold Coast presented their research with a lovely title ‘Éxpert to Novice apologies to Patricia Benner’.  A very well attended Saturday morning session especially as this was our election day in March this year.  Our thanks was extended to our ANTS National President Sandra Campbell-Croft for attending this education session at the Gold Coast and those that we involved in the planning and presenting.  The rest of the current year is planned with our rural colleagues still flying the flag up in the Rockhampton area thanks to Dr Kerry Reid-Searl.  Along with this Logan Hospital ANTS members, have taken up the challenge again to host the ‘Halloween theme’ for an education session under the guidance of Jeannette Kassulke.  If it is anything like the last one in 2012 then we have something to look forward to in October 2012.
Sponsored book prize for the best paper at the for 4th Passionate about Practice in 2011 – this offer was not awarded in 2011 as no ANTS member presented at the conference.  ANTS QLD branch has expressed interest to sponsor a book prize again at the next conference which is planned for 2013 in March by the Nursing and Midwifery Office.

Committee moves – With the QLD branch AGM last December say three of the initial committee members returned for 2012 – Lynda Canniford (Treasurer), Melissa Carney (Membership/Secretary) and Lorraine McMurtrie (Chair).  Due to health reasons we saw the retirement our dear colleague Michelle Cameron (past secretary) who has been a tower of strength to ‘get the show on the road since 2009’.  Our sincere thanks has been extended to Michelle.  On the other side of the coin we welcomed our new education officer Marilyn Ireland who has already been a valuable team member for this year.  Thanks goes to Michelle Wight for her contribution in 2011 as our past education officer.

In summary -  over the last twelve months ANTS QLD have achieved continued growth in the membership; offer of an ANTS QLD award at a nominated conference; Education evenings with quality guest speakers;  Finances viable and small growth, and a membership drive ‘find one join one’ across  2011 – 2012 period.

Thanks to National Office, ANTS QLD members and the current branch committee members for their valued support and time who continue to grow the ANTS identity in QLD.
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