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Domain 1: 
Teaching & Learning

Planning learning experiences
based on learner needs
Apply learner-centred and adult
learning principles
Use diverse teaching strategies
and educational technologies
Facilitate positive learning
environments and mentorship
Evaluate learning outcomes and
provide constructive feedback
Support reflection, self-
assessment, and knowledge
translation

  Domain 2: 
Communication

Demonstrate advanced
interpersonal and professional
communication
Build collaborative partnerships
with healthcare professionals 
Create respectful and trusting
learning environments 
Use digital communication and e-
learning tools effectively 
Support learners’ informatics and
digital literacy skills

Domain 3: 
Professional Practice

Maintain expertise in nursing and
educational practice
Engage in reflection and
continuing professional
development 
Demonstrate leadership in
educational planning and change
Mentor learners and colleagues 
Participate in research,
scholarship, and knowledge
sharing
Use evidence to inform
educational practice

Australian Nursing Educator
Professional Practice

Standards
Purpose
The Australian Nursing Educator Professional Practice Standards provide a national framework to
guide the practice of nursing educators across diverse educational settings such as universities,
healthcare organisations, simulation laboratories, and community settings. The standards support
high-quality teaching, professional development, and evidence-informed educational practice. 

A nursing educator is a registered nurse or midwife who contributes to the education,
professional development, and capability building of nurses, students, and healthcare staff.

 High quality nursing education requires effective teaching, strong
communication, professional leadership, and a commitment to

research and continuous improvement.



This document presents the 2024 ‘Australian Nursing Educator Professional Practice

Standards’ (the ‘Standards’). The Standards aim to provide nursing educators a framework

for educational practice that can be applied to any educational setting or level of educator

experience. A nursing educator is defined as a registered nurse or midwife that engages in

the education of nurses. 

Nursing educator practice varies according to the context in which the educators practice.

Educators may have different roles or responsibilities, which may include management,

professional development, mandatory training, or teaching. The extent to which the

Standards apply depend upon the role of the individual nursing educator, for example, the

role may or may not include program development. Settings may vary, such as universities,

hospitals, simulation laboratories, or the community. Learners may also vary, for example,

undergraduate students, new graduate registered nurses, hospital staff, or patients/clients.

The Standards’ framework provides a guide for nursing educator best practice and may be

adapted according to the educational context.
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FIGURE 1: AUSTRALIAN NURSING EDUCATOR
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE STANDARDS

The Standards consist of a set of statements that 

are categorised into three major domains (see 

figure below and pp. 5-7). Cues or examples 

are provided for each statement to assist in 

providing a context for the statements 

(p. 8 onwards). The cues are not definitive 

or exhaustive, or apply in all contexts, but 

are provided to give clarity to the Standards.
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The Australian Nurse Teachers’ Society undertook a revision of the 2010
‘Australian Nursing Educator Professional Practice Standards’. The society
represents nursing educators from any setting or level of experience in
Australia. It is a national organisation with members in all states and
territories (https://www.ants.org.au). The review was undertaken as a
research project and ethical approval was obtained from a Human Research
Ethics Committee of an Australian university. 

The review team was led by Dr Christine Taylor (see below for review team
members), and the study consisted of collecting data from an expert panel
who completed two electronic Delphi surveys, and from two focus groups of
nursing educators from any setting or level of experience. The first Delphi
survey had very high agreement and indicated that the 2010 standards were
still relevant today. However, the participants indicated some improvements
could be made in language and with the inclusion of some new statements.
New statements were added, which included sustainability of the program
(statement 1.1.7), knowledge translation (statement 1.4.9), demonstrating
knowledge and expertise (statement 3.1.5), anticipating/preparing for a
changing environment (statement 3.2.7), and using research to inform
educational practice (statement 3.3.6). The Standards are presented in the
following pages.

Development
of the
Standards
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Dr Christine Taylor PhD, RN (lead investigator), Senior lecturer, School of Nursing &
Midwifery, Western Sydney University, NSW

Assoc. Prof. Julie Shaw PhD, RN, Discipline lead - Nursing, Department of Nursing
and Allied Health, School of Health Sciences, Swinburne University of Technology,
VIC

Ms Creina Mitchell MPH, RN, RM, Senior lecturer, School of Nursing & Midwifery,
Griffith University, QLD

Ms Belinda Foley MHPEd, RN, Staff Development Manager, Nursing and Midwifery,
Tweed Valley Hospital, Northern NSW Local Health District, NSW

Ms Hellen Kaneko MAdvPrac, RN, QDA (Queensland Digital Academy) Director,
Metro North Health, QLD

The Australian Nurse Teachers’ Society provided some funding to support the study and
literature review. We acknowledge the support of all those who gave their time and shared their
thoughts and ideas with the research team to develop the 2024 ‘Australian Nursing Educator
Professional Practice Standards’.
We also acknowledge the work done by the previous team who developed the 2010 standards
(competencies), led by Dr Jacqui Guy (Guy et al., 2011). 

Guy, J., Taylor, C., Roden, J., Blundell, J., & Tolhurst, G. (2011). Reframing the Australian nurse
teacher competencies: Do they reflect the “REAL” world of nurse teacher practice? Nurse
Education Today, 31(3), 231–237. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nedt.2010.10.025
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AUSTRALIAN NURSING EDUCATOR
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE STANDARDS
DOMAIN 1: TEACHING & LEARNING 

The core role of the nursing educator is to facilitate learning. Educators may work in a variety of
settings, such as tertiary educational facilities, hospitals, and community services. Learners may
include students, clinical staff, clients, or other staff members.
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AUSTRALIAN NURSING EDUCATOR
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE STANDARDS
DOMAIN 2: COMMUNICATION 

Educators need to be effective communicators in all areas of educational practice.
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AUSTRALIAN NURSING EDUCATOR
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE STANDARDS
DOMAIN 3: PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE IN NURSING
EDUCATION

Educators are required to demonstrate advanced professional practice in nursing education, such as
demonstrating expertise in nursing education, displaying educational management and leadership skills,
and commitment to research and scholarly practice, dependent on their context of educational practice. 
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STANDARD 1.1 WITH CUES
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Australian Nursing Educator
Professional Practice
Standards 
STANDARD 1.2 WITH CUES
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Australian Nursing Educator
Professional Practice
Standards 
STANDARD 1.3 WITH CUES
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Australian Nursing Educator
Professional Practice
Standards 
STANDARD 1.4 WITH CUES
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Australian Nursing Educator
Professional Practice
Standards 
STANDARD 1.4 WITH CUES
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Professional Practice
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STANDARD 2.1 WITH CUES
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Professional Practice
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STANDARD 3.1 WITH CUES
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Australian Nursing Educator
Professional Practice
Standards 
STANDARD 3.2 WITH CUES
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Australian Nursing Educator
Professional Practice
Standards 
STANDARD 3.3 WITH CUES
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